Benjamin B. Cunningham
2613 Queen Margaret • Lewisville, TX 75056 

Email: benbcunningham@yahoo.com • Home: 972-939-4829 • Cell: 469-278-2902
English as a Second Language Educator
· Passionate language scholar and educator, fluent in Spanish, Mandarin Chinese and Armenian, with international experience leading English students to language excellence.

· Proven talent for designing and implementing innovative English curriculum that accommodates diverse learning styles and abilities, multicultural backgrounds, and multilingual language issues.
· Dependable educator with outstanding communication skills who builds solid relationships with students, parents, and colleagues.
Areas of expertise include:

Assessment Tools ~ Group Discussions ~ Interactive Games ~ Parent-Teacher Conferences
Mandarin/Spanish to English Translation ~ Phonics ~ Reading Strategies ~ Student Motivation
Writer’s Workshop ~ Cultural/Religious Issues ~ Cooperative Learning

Technology Integration: Windows/Mac OS, Microsoft Office Suite (Word, Excel), Internet
EDUCATION & TRAINING
M.A. in Social Sciences; Linguistic Anthropology – University of Chicago, Chicago, IL, 2005, GPA 3.5

Thesis: “Armenian Diaspora Language Ideology” 
B.A.; English Literature and Spanish – Texas A&M University, College Station, TX, 2000, GPA 3.3
20 Credit Hours; Spanish – University of Salamanca, Salamanca, Spain, 1998-1999
Peace Corps English Teacher-Training Course – Gyumri, Armenia, Summer 2001
Language Skills: Spanish – near native spoken & written fluency; Chinese – advanced conversational fluency and good written fluency; Armenian – advanced conversational fluency and good written fluency; French – basic conversational fluency

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

MoDaWei Children’s English School – Taipei, Taiwan
2006 – 2011


Branch Manager/English Teacher/English Teacher-Trainer
Managed a school in Taipei of 300 students in a private after-school English program. Trained and oversaw eight teachers and substitute teachers, leading bi-annual performance reviews and annual company-wide meetings, and interfacing between teachers and the director. Taught all seven semesters of the three and half year curriculum to over 200 students, which covered Beginner English through Advanced Grammar and Conversation. Designed and implemented creative lesson plans; graded tests, compositions, and homework; and offered after-hours tutoring for struggling students. 
· Initiated several important curriculum improvements, including developing and implementing textbooks for each of the seven semesters, recording CDs to accompany the textbook, editing the company’s teacher manual, and revising all 14 of the semester exams; resulted in students’ increased English proficiency and improved reputation of the school.
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE CONTINUED
· Interfaced with parents in Chinese to discuss students’ progress, allowing parents to stay informed and involved in their child’s learning.

· Logged over 1,000 hours training new English teachers.
· Utilized a variety of manipulatives, including literature, creative writing, movies/slides, music, reading, and songs to ensure students remained actively engaged.

· Created real-world thematic units on current events, parenting, cultural differences, shopping, travel, and American history and idioms.
US Peace Corps – Spitak, Armenia
2001 – 2003

English Teacher-Trainer
Worked in partnership with a local YMCA to help them improve their English program. Team-taught with two Armenian-English teachers, teaching approximately 50 students from elementary aged to adult. Conducted bi-monthly teacher training workshops to discuss English grammar and teaching methods with the English teachers. 
· Founded and led an English Club for Armenian teenagers as well as an Environmental Club.
· Initiated and organized ten teacher training workshops for over 100 Armenian English teachers in ten cities; exposed teachers to modern methods of language instruction, including learning centers, conversation-based lessons, and grammar games.

· Initiated and led eight Eco-Camps in eight cities for over 400 youths in collaboration with other Peace Corps volunteers; taught campers about environmental concepts and conservation.

· Obtained a grant from the Peace Corps to have a playground built in the city center so that children would have an outdoor area in which to play.
Adult Learning Center – Bryan, TX
2000 – 2001

English Teacher

Planned and implemented beginning English classes to 15 immigrant adults, assigning and grading tests and homework, and assessing student progress.
· Encouraged students to practice their English skills in the classroom through role-playing games, guessing games, student presentations, and discussions based upon class readings. 
“Ben has a wonderful rapport with people of all ages. His ability to connect with his students and his talent at teaching both simple and more advanced concepts is truly superior.”

Frank Novak, Owner/Director, MoDaWei English Schools
“It is hard to match Mr. Cunningham’s strong managerial and interpersonal skills. We were honored to have him as part of our team.”

Michael Wood, Branch Manager, MoDaWei English Schools
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